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From the Pulpit 
 
The Passion of Christ is central to the Christian faith. In many ways it is the fact 
that God suffers alongside us in such a cruel and harsh way that gives us hope 
that we worship a God who understands, empathises and experiences the 
human situation.  
 
The image of the cross has become so ubiquitous and softened that we can 
forget the horror and pain that such an execution involved. Perhaps, we need  
to find ways to keep the meaning of the crucifixion and resurrection alive and 
vibrant.  
 
Christ Church has commissioned artists from among the congregation to depict 
the Stations of the Cross and this is helping us to reflect more deeply on the 
journey of Christ as he moves to his crucifixion. 
 
Churches Together in Epsom is 
portraying this journey through drama 
and music. On Good Friday we will 
dramatise the passion in the town 
centre. As well as hearing the Biblical 
text and reflecting on what this means 
through prayer and study, the arts 
provide us with a way of engaging with 
the passion. The experience can be 
challenging to us intellectually, 
emotionally and spiritually.  
 
What an extraordinary God we 
worship, as vast as the ever expanding 
universe, as intimate as a thought, as 
loving as a parent, as sacrificial as a 
martyr and as human as a condemned 
prisoner. 
 
How do we hold in tension the idea of 
God as human and divine? God is not a 
bit of each of these but fully both. 
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In March we looked at the transfiguration in our lectionary readings and the 
same Jesus who is revealed to us in a shining light on a mountain comes down 
to heal a sick child. 
 
The crucifixion only has meaning in the light of the resurrection, this is not just 
another unknown dying in an outpost of the Roman Empire, this is God and God 
cannot be defeated by death or sin.  
 
God, risen and ascended, can be present with us by The Holy Spirit. We also 
need to come down the mountain and be there for the needy.  
 
Do take advantage of what is available in Holy week. On Palm Sunday, 13th April 
we are holding a special service starting at Christ Church at 10.00 am, moving 
across the Common and ending at the Wells Church.  There is a full programme 
of evening worship in the 3 Anglican churches during the next week. Good 
Friday, 18th April, starts with a drama beginning at Dulshott Green from 9.50 am 
processing to the market square at 10.30 am. Christ Church is open from noon 
for quiet reflection and there is a service at St Barnabas at 1.30 pm. 
 
On Easter Saturday there is a vigil a Christ church at 8.00 pm. Then why not rise 
with the sun on Easter Sunday and celebrate communion on the Common, 
followed by breakfast.  As well as the usual morning services, there will be a 
special Easter Evensong at 6.30 pm.   
 
This time of Lent, Holy Week and Easter is very special; my guess is it will be a 
real blessing to us if we take it seriously.  When we have followed the way of 
the cross as Christ calls us to do, we can really rejoice and celebrate the 
resurrection at Easter with joy.    
 

Sue Curtis 
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Contributors, please note that Christ Church News is uploaded to the Christ Church website 

for two months and therefore will be available via the Internet. If you do not want your 
article to be available via the website please advise the editor accordingly.  

DIARY 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ 

 Date Time Venue  

Group Steering 
Committee 

2nd Apr 8.00 pm  St Martins Church House 

Kingswood House 
Easter Service 

2nd Apr 3.00 pm Christ Church 

Ecumenical Lent Study 2nd Apr 7:30 pm  Methodist Church 

APCM 6th Apr 12 noon Christ Church 

Premises Committee 7th Apr 8.00 pm  3 St. Martins Ave 

Social Committee 9th Apr 2.00 pm  Vicarage 

Ecumenical Lent Study 9th Apr 7:30 pm Methodist Church 

aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 10th Apr 10:15 am Parish Hall 
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Bible Reading ς ̧ ƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƳŜ 
 
So many things can get in the way of Bible Reading including not quite having a 
plan to get going. Remember we have daily Bible readings from the lectionary 
available on a monthly sheet. 
 
Christ Church is going to commit to a more extensive pattern of Bible reading in 
the 40 days from Easter to Pentecost.  The Bible Society has produced a 
programme to read the New Testament in 40 days. It would be wonderful to 
have the church all sharing in this together.  The Bible Society provides a 
download of the New Testament read by The Riding Lights Theatre Company.  
 
Visit the website at www.biblesociety.org.uk/ygtt 
 

 
 
We will provide paper copies of the schedule for those who like to read from 
the text.  
 
For the first 20 people to respond we have pre down loaded MP3 players. (We 
have donated £5 a copy for these and you may want to give something to 
recoup this money.) 
 
Let us make this the year we all read The New Testament. It will take us each 
less than 30 minutes a day. 
 
ά²ƘŜƴ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎǇŜƴŘǎ пл Řŀȅǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΣ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦέ  
 

Sue Curtis 

http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/ygtt
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Streams in the Desert 
 
²ƘŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ 9ƎȅǇǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
of Prayer there was a sense of real joy. Christian and Muslim women had come 
together to protest in Tahrir Square and the fall of the Mubarak regime seemed 
a real opportunity for equality, freedom and justice. 
 
In less than a year the new army led government was violently suppressing 
protests and women have been subject to deliberate humiliating treatment to 
apparently deter them from further protest. 
 
It is against this background that on Friday 7th March women and men came 
together in the morning and evening to share in the service prepared at a time 
of such optimism.  
 
The theme of 
the Service 
ά{ǘǊŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ 5ŜǎŜǊǘέ  
included 
extracts from 
Isaiah  44 
and 35 and 
John 4 - 
which is the 
account of  
the 
Samaritan 
woman going 
to the well 
and being 
ŀǎƪŜŘ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ άǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊέ 
that day and through her actions those who lived in her village came to know 
Christ. The interaction between Christ, loving and forgiving and the woman, 
trusting and understanding, are powerful images. 
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In her address Rev Heather Cadoux spoke about what happens when you knock 
over a glass of water or cup of coffee, how it does spread! You can never be 
sure ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘŀƛƴΦ LǘΩǎ Ŧǳƴƴȅ 
how a little can do so much. How much do we do in sharing the Good News of 
Christ and his love?  
 
In the evening service Peter Thompson also talked about how we spread the 
word of God. It can be a truly wonderful experience to be up on a high ridge 
ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƻ 
Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
going on.   
 
A few people from Christ Church who had not attended a service before, or at 
least for some years, told me how thought provoking and inspirational they had 
found the services and I share that view. 

 
I would ask you to put a note in your diary for 6th March 2015 when the service 
will be held at St Barnabas Church. 
 

Devorah Burns 
(photograph Jonathan Broder) 
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Vision Peoples in Mission 
 
Vision Peoples in Mission, under the leadership of the 
Revd Franklyn Otwoma, continues to bring the love of 
God to the poor people of Nairobi in four main ways: 

¶ A school with 215 children and 9 teaching staff.  There are 3 pre-school 
classes and 7 classes up to Standard Seven.  In an area where many parents 
cannot afford the school fees this gives the children a vital foothold on the 
education ladder which they hope will lead them out of poverty. 

¶ The feeding programme attached to the school.  Every child attending the 
school receives a breakfast of porridge and a lunch of maize and beans or 
vegetables.  For many children this will be the only food they get in a day. 

¶ The clinic. Which provides advice and treatment to about 650 people per 
month and delivers about 25 babies per month.  This is a vital service to the 
people of Korogocho, many of whom are treated free of charge. 

¶ Vocational training.  29 women and 2 men attend classes in tailoring and 
dressmaking.  Women, many of them widows, who would previously been 
condemned to a life of prostitution, now have the chance to make a living in 
the textile industries or to start a business of their own. 

 
All this is undergirded by the Vision Missionary Church which caters for the 
spiritual welfare of the staff and other Korogocho residents. People are taught 
about Jesus Christ and how they can change their lives by knowing and 
following him even in their difficult circumstances.  The congregation is about 
110 people. 
 
The great need at the moment is for laptops.  Every child starting school is 
required by the government to have a laptop and neither the parents nor the 
school can afford to pay for these. 
 
The other need is for money to extend the orphanage which provides a home 
for 43 children, but there is a need to house many more.  As Franklyn writes:  
ά!ǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
love to much more needy children of Korogocho through this home of love and 
ƳŜǊŎȅ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ 
 

Pam Buckingham 
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Christian Aid Week 
May 11th to 17th 

 
Early in April I shall be putting up maps 
and lists of the roads Christ Church 
hopes to cover. 

 
Unless you are physically unable to collect, or are away that week, please add 
your name to the lists. 
 

EVERY SINGLE PERSON MAKES A DIFFERENCE 
 
Usually about fourteen people collect a total in the region of £1,500 but in 2006 
twenty nine collectors raised over £2,100. 
 
If you want to join in the collection at Christ Church on the Wells please give 
your name to Elizabeth Martin. 
 

Patience Morris 
 

Many people fleeing the 
violence in Syria have 
ended up in Lebanon, 
where Christian Aid is 
supporting partners to 
provide emergency care 
and assistance to 
families in need. 
 
Photo credit 
Christian Aid/Sarah 
Malian 
  


