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From the Pulpit 

 

Later this month we celebrate Pentecost - Whit Sunday in old money. 
This is the day when the Holy Spirit descends literally on the gathered 
followers of Jesus Christ, in the form of tongues of fire, symbols of both 
spreading the word and the ardency which true faith brings. 
 
As I write we are celebrating Christ’s victory over death at Easter, the 
fulfilment of his mission, his side of the equation. On the 24th comes 
the oft-overlooked Ascension Day on which we reflect on the re-union 
of Christ with the Father, without which the third stage of God’s plan 
cannot happen. For as Christ rises metaphorically so his ascendancy, 
his Lordship, is symbolised. We have now seen the whole story of the 
salvation that Jesus brings about. 
 
But not quite… for in leaving us with a degree of knowledge and 
understanding, Jesus needs to provide us with the power to put his 
mission into practice in the world. After all Jesus is sent because God 
loves his world, indeed his whole cosmos (John 3:16). 
 
And so we come to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on that rather 
sorry band of followers of the man Jesus. His death seemed the end, 
but his resurrection pointed ahead. Now they know what they have to 
do – go out and proclaim that there is a better way, a way through the 
troubles of life, a way to come to terms with our own shortcomings, 
inadequacies and guilt, a way to make a difference in the world. To 
proclaim, by action and not just words, that love which God has for his 
creation. Very soon those dispirited disciples are out there proclaiming 
Jesus and getting stuck in – healing people, giving hope, 
encouragement, proclaiming the good news. 
 
Is Pentecost just another festival when we feel just a little more 
motivated to come to church? Does it really speak to us of hope, of 
outreach, of action, of love?   
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Obvious, it may seem to many of you, but I was deeply moved by 
something I think I heard on Radio 4’s Thought for the Day:  what the 
Holy Spirit is calling us to is not just to proclaim the message “God 
loves you” but to personalise it through our behaviour, our words and 
our actions 24/7. Then what those with whom we come into contact 
will hear by our actions is “I love you”. 
 

Come Holy Spirit, our Souls inspire 
and fill us with celestial fire. 

 

Berwick Curtis 
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Good Friday drama in Epsom 

 
Churches Together in Epsom produced a dramatization of Jesus’ crucifixion and 
resurrection in Epsom on Good Friday. It was very much a team effort with 
actors, musicians, costume, technical and staging crew, administrative support 
and a team of stewards working together over several weeks. The aim was to 
bring the narrative alive with dialogue, monologue and song. We met initially at 
Dulshott Green and then processed to the Market Square. 
 

 
 
The trials, Jesus’ agonised prayerful appeal to God and his subsequent betrayal 
and arrest were staged. The spectators became the crowd, who called for 
crucifixion as a response to statements of Jesus that showed a bias to the poor 
and called for sacrifice.  
 
When Jesus, carrying his cross, and the crowd arrived in the middle of Epsom 
the crucifixion was represented. The soldiers mocked him, women he knew 
lamented the horror of his fate and the refrain Sometimes it causes me to 
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Tremble and I Don’t know How to Love Him  echoed the poignancy of his 
execution.  Our youth choir, Song Squad, sang an original song showing the 
uncertainty his friends must have felt when they found that the tomb was 
empty. The cast and crowd joined together to sing joyful hymns that spoke of 
the hope of resurrection.  
  
Our very own John Warburton played the role of Jesus. Members of the Epsom 
churches joined with Ewell Council of Churches to provide a tent for quiet 
reflection, information, conversation and prayer in the Market Square until 1 
o’clock and the cross remained as a symbol of all that had been enacted there. 
There were hot cross buns as welcome refreshment provided by Epsom 
Methodist Church. 
 

 
 
We were pleased that a large number of people were able to share in the drama 
and that rain that had been threatened earlier in the week largely held off. The 
churches are delighted that we are able to portray this testimony to the events 
of Good Friday and Easter. It is good for the churches to have a chance to work 
together in a project that reaches out into the community.  
 

Revd Sue Curtis 
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Christian Aid Week 

 
 άLŦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ŦƛǊŜǿƻƻŘΣ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛŜΦέ 

LoƪƻΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ 
 
Four times a week in a remote corner of Ethiopia, Loko makes a back-breaking 
eight-hour trip, alone, frightened and in pain, to gather firewood to sell.  It’s a 
task she dreads but she steels herself to do it because if she doesn’t her children 
will starve.   She prays to God as she walks.  “I ask him to change my life and 
lead us out of this”, she says.    
 
Just £5 could buy a cow for a mother like Loko, providing milk and an income to 
keep her chidren alive, freeing her from her desperate task and allowing her to 
spend more time caring for her family. 
 
Christians have always helped other people, and during Christian Aid week each 
year Christians in Britain work together to enable women like Loko and other 
desperately poor people in other parts of the world to transform their lives.  
Over two thirds of the money collected by Christian Aid in Britain last year was 
through the annual house to house collection.   

  
Christian Aid Week 2015 needs more people like you to 
keep the good work going.   Will you help this year?   
 

It’s the week of 10th to 16th May – after the elections, so you won’t be mistaken 
for politicians!  Deliver the envelopes early in the week, then go round later to 
collect them.   There’s a list of local roads (or parts of roads) allocated to Christ 
Church for which we need collectors, on the Missions notice board at the back 
of the church.   If you feel apprehensive about collecting on your own, could you 
collect with a friend?    
 
For more information see www.christianaid.org.uk, or ask Jenny Power 01372 
740285 jennypower687@btinternet.com or Jose Taylor 01372 721448.   
Which would you rather do – live like Loko does, or spend a few hours delivering 
and collecting envelopes for Christian Aid?     
 

Jenny Power 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
mailto:jennypower687@btinternet.com
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Services in May 

Sunday 3rd May 

  8.30 am Holy Communion Christ Church 

10.00 am 
Parish Communion wither- 
commissioning of PCC 

Christ Church 

11.00 am Worship on the Wells  
Christ Church 
on the Wells 

  6.30 pm 
REVIVE Praise Service  

‘Travelling Light’ 
Christ Church 

Wed 6th May   9.30 am Holy Communion Christ Church 

Sunday 10th May 
 

  8.30 am Said Holy Communion (Order 2) Christ Church 

10.00 am Parish Communion  Christ Church 

11.00 am Worship on the Wells 
Christ Church 
on the Wells 

Thurs 14th May 
Ascension Day  

  9.30 am Holy Communion Christ Church 

Sunday 17th May 
 

  8.30 am Said Holy Communion (Order 2) Christ Church 

10.00 am 
All Age Worship 
‘Jesus overturns the money 
changers’  

Christ Church 

11.00 am 
Worship on the Wells with Holy 
Communion 

Christ Church 
on the Wells 

   6.30 pm EMBRACE Tazie Christ Church 

Wed 20th May   9.30 am Holy Communion  Christ Church 

Sunday 24th May 

Pentecost  

 
 

  8.30 am Said Holy Communion (Order 2) Christ Church 

10.00 am Parish Communion  Christ Church 

11.00 am Worship on the Wells  
Christ Church 
on the Wells 

Wed 27th May   9.30 am Holy Communion (said) Christ Church 

Sunday 31st May 

Trinity Sunday 

 
 

  8.30 am Said Holy Communion (Order 2) Christ Church 

10.00 am Parish Communion  Christ Church 

11.00 am Worship on the Wells  
Christ Church 
on the Wells 

Wed 6th May   9.30 am Holy Communion Christ Church 
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Election Hustings - Thursday 16
th
 April 

 
Present at this meeting were all the candidates from the political parties 
contesting the Parliamentary Elections in Epsom & Ewell, plus one of the two 
independents, Lionel Blackman, who was campaigning largely against the 
Conservative proposal, strongly supported by our sitting MP, Chris Grayling, to 
withdraw Britain from the European Court of Human Rights. 
 
The candidates introduced themselves and their political perspective briefly – 
there were few surprises here - and then questions were taken from the floor to 
which each candidate was invited to respond. 
 
I outline the questions and any obvious comments: 
 

1. The Balance of tax increases and cuts 

Labour’s Sheila Carson, a local councillor, was more inclined to tax the better 
off, whilst reducing the speed of balancing the books, wanting to invest more to 
create jobs and bring in more tax revenue thereby. Conservatives stressed the 
need for more cuts but also the tax reductions in the basic rate (which the 
LibDems had insisted on in the Coalition Agreement). Their argument for 
reducing the 50% band was based on evidence that more income is generated. 
Susan McGrath (Greens) was more radical, wanting higher taxes and an end to 
austerity, improving the economy through investment, saving huge sums by 
cancelling the High Speed Train project (HS2) and the renewal of the Trident 
missile system. Stephen Gee for the Liberal Democrats anchored the party in 
the centre as the only way to even out the extremes of “cutting Tories” and 
“spendthrift socialists”. Only they could safely hold the balance. UKIP stressed 
the saving from leaving the European Union and limiting immigration. 
 

2. Affordable homes for all (in Epsom & Ewell) 

The parties vied with each other on the number of houses they would build. The 
Tories were condemned for their “right to buy” policy, unveiled very recently, 
which could have disastrous effects on letting for the poor and those in the SE 
of Britain, whilst Chris stressed that the money recouped would be ring-fenced 
for new housing projects. Only more affordable home would help the serious 
drain of key workers in the London area. They disagreed on the provisions for 
social housing built in to new developments. Regulations for this were too lax, 
most said. Labour were criticised for its poor house building record whilst in 
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office. UKIP said the issue was simple: too many people, not enough homes, the 
issue needed to be tackled from both ends. 
 

3. Thinking on zero hours contracts 

Much of the debate was on the nature of these contracts since they were taken 
up by both students with flexibility and also the general unemployed who could 
find no other source of work. Labour, UKIP and the LibDems would outlaw 
exclusivity in contracts; the Greens would ban all such contracts but would 
introduce a £10 living wage for all and abolish all student fees. Tory legislation, 
it was said, had not gone far enough. 
 

4. Issue of Epsom & St Helier hospitals 

All were agreed on the amazing gaffe recently brought to light when the 
possible future of these hospitals was overheard being discussed on a 
commuter train (closing both and building a new mega- hospital perhaps at 
Sutton site). All the candidates at different times had supported our local 
hospital and even stood shoulder to shoulder. However this led to the only 
significant spat of the evening when UKIP’s Robert Leach accused Chris Grayling 
of having achieved nothing in his time as MP. Why hadn’t his membership of the 
Government led to a more clear- cut outcome?  
 

5. High Speed 2 rail link 

Broadly speaking, the “main parties” wanted to continue, believing that it would 
bring significant benefits to the country and help heal the north – south divide. 
The Greens were strongly against the project for environmental reasons and 
UKIP agreed on the grounds that the balance was wrong and that more should 
be invested in roads. Lionel Blackman (Independent) wondered about the 
benefits, in the light of the fact that progress in communication had led to more 
people working from home, video conferencing and so on. However the need to 
improve all public transport was mentioned by others. 
 

6. Third World Aid 

There was genuine pride that UK had not only kept the figure of 0.7% of GNP 
allocated to Third World Aid but had also ring-fenced it in law. Only UKIP would 
reduce it to 0.2% (in line, Robert pointed out, with USA) and be far more careful 
about where it went. “Tin pot” dictators should not be provided with milch 
cows! Chris, supported by the others, rejected such a criticism since with more 
careful scrutiny than ever, such aid improved the lot of millions (look at Ebola in 
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West Africa), helped promote a positive, caring image of Britain and certainly 
helped our trade balance. 
 
I believe we have a duty to exercise our vote, a right hard won over the years. 
We must consider all sorts of issues, true, but the best way of achieving a 
society in which there is fairness, good education and healthcare for all and 
compassion for those who have fallen on hard times must, it seems to me, be 
our chief priority. We will not all agree but as Christians our discussion must be 
based on mutual love and tolerance. 
 

Berwick Curtis 

 

‘Common Communion’ 

A New Communion Setting to be launched at Pentecost  
 
This setting was composed for the congregation and 
for Rosemary to coincide with the fourth anniversary 
of her first service in this church at Pentecost. It was 
designed for common use in every day worship, with a 
folk-style melody that is easy for all to catch and sing. 
We feel it is important for everyone to feel included in 
the music, and to use it to reach God in their own way. 
As usual in our collaboration we had the sense of the 
music coming from elsewhere and being captured by 
us and written down. The Gloria is an original word 
setting created as a poem magnifying the trinity, and 
the Lamb of God is a reworking of a musical idea that 
was developed when the book of common worship 
was first published. As we both also walk across the 
common to church on summer Sundays, the name 
seemed very fitting for Christ Church Epsom 
Common.  

 

Merinda DõAprano and Julie Shaw 
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The Lord is... 

 
I am currently undertaking the Pastoral Assistants course. One piece of 
homework was to write a Psalm beginning "The Lord is...” I would like to 
encourage/challenge others to undertake the assignment. What 
Psalm/poem/words would you write to "The Lord is..."?  
This is mine. 

 

The Lord is my Facebook. 

A global, etherical phenomenon, 

unseen, but instantly recognisable and accessible. 

He guides my being. 

 

I can turn to Him in times of joy and of sorrow, 

whilst laughing or crying. 

He is with me wherever I go. 

A friend, a companion. I am never alone. 

I can ask him anything, say anything and know that I am liked. 

 

Yet my Page is human, with all its frailty and mistakes. 

You Lord are more, much more - 

You are Love. 

 

You know my password and my contacts intimately. 

I do not need to send a friend request, 

You are always my best friend. 

May our on-line ever be connected, 

so that you can continually message me your love, 

and through me sharing, go viral. 
 

Val Flick 
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The Revd Francis Hooke, Vicar 1923-25 

 
In my February article about the larger-than-life Revd Lionel Mylrea (Vicar 1926-
36), I made brief mention of his predecessor, the Revd Francis Hooke. I noted 
that this quiet man was overwhelmed by the challenge of succeeding the much-
loved Revd Neville Stiff (Vicar 1921-23 – who, as described in my December 
2013 article, died tragically young) and left Christ Church after a couple of years. 
However, there was, much more to Francis than that brief episode. This article 
gives a fuller picture. 
 
Francis Edward Yarborough Hooke was born in Croydon in 1875, the first of 
seven children born to John Hooke and his wife Avis, née Cooke-Yarborough. 
John Hooke was a tea merchant. In 1876, he was granted freedom of the City of 
London and later rose to become Master of one of the Livery Companies. It was 
a prosperous household with, in the 1881 Census, four domestic servants. 
 
After his schooling, Francis attended Keble College, Oxford (gaining a degree in 
Modern History) and then Wells Theological College. After ordination, he served 
as Curate at All Saints, Acton (1899-1901) and Romsey, Hampshire (1901-06). In 
a somewhat radical change of direction, he then went to southern Africa.  
 
For 1906-07, he was Sub-Warden of the hostel for students at St Paul’s 
theological college in Grahamstown (in modern South Africa – then the Cape 
Colony) that had opened in 1902. Alongside these duties he was also an 
itinerant missionary. In 1907, Francis moved 600 miles northeast for a couple of 
years as Priest-in-Charge of Lourenço Marques in Portuguese East Africa 
(modern-day Mozambique) – additionally becoming Chaplain not only to the 
local Bishop of Lebombo but also to the Missions to Seamen for the Port of 
Delagoa (now Maputo) Bay. 
 
After four years abroad, he returned to England – for 1910-12, serving as Curate 
of All Saints, Houghton, eight miles west of Winchester. In 1911, the 35 year-old 
Francis married the 29 year-old Madeline Furnivall in her church of All Saints, 
Acton – where he had presumably first met her during his time there as Curate 
some ten years previously. In 1912, he and his new wife moved 20 miles south 
to take up his first post as Vicar, at St John’s, Hythe on Southampton Water. 
Their first child, Richard, was born there in 1913, followed by John in 1916 and 
Roger in 1921.  
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In 1923, Francis was posted across the then vast Diocese of Winchester to 
become Vicar of Christ Church – a parish in shock at the tragic and untimely 
death of the popular Revd Neville Stiff after only two years in post. Shortly after 
coming in Epsom, the couple’s fourth and final child (Francis, after his father) 
was born. 
 
Christ Church’s centenary history in 1976 included some reminiscences by Percy 
Risbridger, Verger in the early 1920s, who recalled that Francis Hooke “had a 
very difficult task following after Neville Stiff . . . He had a great love for the 
Book of Common Prayer and was himself a man of prayer . . . who spent hours 
in prayer for his people.” Percy remembered particularly “the wise and 
interesting things” Francis had said during a “three-hour Service when he gave a 
course of addresses on the Seven Words of the Cross adapted to the Visitation 
of the Sick in the Book of Common Prayer”. (The words I’ve underlined are the 
subtitle of the book of sermons Francis had published in 1919, while at Hythe – 
with the main title: “Death in the Light of the Cross” – so the addresses are likely 
to have been those sermons.)  
 
Sadly, Francis was not the right man for Christ Church at the time, and he left 
after only a couple of years. So, 1925 found the family moving back to 
Hampshire where Francis took up the post of Vicar at Holy Trinity, Colden 
Common, a few miles south of Winchester. He seems to have fared better there 
but, sadly, was to serve for only for six years.  
 
In March 1931, the 55 year-old Francis was cycling the 8 miles from Colden 
Common to Bishop Worthy when he was knocked down by a motor-car. Among 
his injuries was a fractured skull, from which he died in the Enniskerry Nursing 
Home, Winchester on 23 March 1931.  
 

Roger Morgan  

 

 

 

 

There will be a report of the 26th April Annual Church 

Meeting in the June edition of Christ Church News 
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Spring at Song Squad 
 

)ÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÅØÃÉÔÉÎÇ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 3ÏÎÇ 3ÑÕÁÄȟ #ÈÒÉÓÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 
choir and music club.  
 
)Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÏÎ -ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÕÓ ÂÒÉÎÇ 
the service to life with some fantastic songs all about our special mums, 
remembering all the difficult jobs they do to help us out, before thanking 
them for being so kind to us. We even surprised them with some boxes of 
chocolates!  

 
Then we played a major role in Churches 
4ÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ %ÐÓÏÍȭÓ 'ÏÏÄ &ÒÉÄÁÙ 
dramatization of the Easter Story, 
depicting how Jesus gave His life for us 
all and then came back from the dead to 
let us know what we have to do to be 
saved. We sang a brand new Easter song 
Ȱ-ÕÓÔ 9ÏÕ ,ÅÁÖÅȩȱ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ 
young stars even took on acting parts. 
 

We have an exciting summer ahead as we record our annual CD of our best 
songs from the year, plus we ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÉÎÇ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ 
forthcoming Jazz Evening in July. 7ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÅÖÅÎÔs too 
during May and June so watch out for details.  

 
If you know any children between 7 and 12 who love to sing or play an 
ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ miss out ɀ ÉÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÍÕÃÈ ÃÏÏÌÅÒ Ǫ ÍÏÒÅ ÆÕÎ 
in any other music club plus it is FREE to join! Contact 
andrew.davies888@btinternet.com or visit us on the Christ Church website 
or on our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/songsquadepsom 
 

Andrew Davies 

mailto:andrew.davies888@btinternet.com
https://www.facebook.com/songsquadepsom
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Pentecost 24
th
 May 2015 

 
An acrostic poem telling of the story of Pentecost 

 
U p the street we came, pilgrims from far and wide,  
N ot understanding each other, each with our own language. 
D ay of Pentecost, harvest to celebrate, 
E ach with our own worship to offer to God. 
R ushing wind, flames of fire, 
S tartled people on the street. 
T hen words of God all could hear 
A ll spoken in languages each could understand. 
N ow I know, now I believe. 
D ay of Pentecost, God's great gift. Let's all celebrate TOGETHER 

 
 

A prayer for the transforming 

power of the Holy Spirit 

 

Spirit of God, fire of Pentecost, 
make us fire-starters with you, we pray. 

Ignite your Church with energy,  
empowering us to transform this world  

with a longing for new life, new ways, new 
hope. 

Where injustice tightens its grip over 
children of every race,  

burn in us with courage and outrage.  
Challenge each foe that rises against your 

kingdom's ways. 
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May Diary 

 

 Date Time Venue  

Wedding Natalie Deere  and 
Albert Gjika 

Sat 2nd  1.00 pm Christ Church 

CTIE Wed 6th  7.30 pm  St Martins 

MU Quiz Night  Fri 8th  7.30 pm Parish hall 

Wedding Sharon Stevens and 
Andrew Cottle 

Sat 9th  1.00 pm  Christ Church 

Christ Church United Awards Sat 9th  3.00 pm Christ Church 

Christian Aid Week see page 6 Sunday 10th to Sun 17th 

BRC Wed 13th  4.00 pm Vicarage 

Worship Team meeting Wed 13th  8.00 pm  Vicarage 

Christ Church News Deadline Friday 15th 

Ramble Sat 16th  10.00 am Wisley 

Wedding Samantha Higham 
and Scott Mason 

Sat 16th  4.00 pm Christ Church 

Wedding  Breeze White and 
Dean Beard 

Sat 23rd  3.00 pm Christ Church 

Wedding Sarah Hall and James 
Wade 

Sun 24th  1.30 pm Christ Church 

Discipleship team meeting   Wed 27th  12.00 noon 32c Woodlands Rd 

Pastoral team meeting Thurs 28th  2.30 pm 32c Woodlands Rd 

Wedding Stacey Ball and Sam 
Hollingsworth 

Fri 29th  1.00 pm Christ Church 

Clergy Triennial  Tue 2nd – Thurs 4th June Swanwick 

 
 
 

Follow us on Twitter @CCEpsom 
 

 


